e™big thing this decade. 
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EDITORIAL 


Well, here we are again, another New 
Year and another decade. I hope you 
have all recovered from the festive 
season, and, like me are looking for- 
ward to the New Year. 

Electronics look like being the 
With integrated 
circuits becoming within the reach of 
everyone, I wonder where we will end 
up? Some really interesting circuits 
are becoming available at such a rea- 
sonable price, that there is no excuse 
for not adding that train detector, or 
that block Signalling system, or what- 
ever. 

Many good books are available on 
the subject, from basics to advanced. 
I have recently been sent a_ book on 
integrated circuits to review, and as 
I am just a beginner in this part of 


the hobby, I will have to pass it on 
Co someone with a bit more knowledge 
for appraisal. Looks interesting 


though. 

Lastly, a reminder about the Assoc- 
iation's Modelling Competitions. They 
are now held in conjunction with the 


“NSW Branch Exhibition in October. How 


_about afew structures for the Candemah 
Cup this year? 


Rex Little 
Editor 


KEKKKKKKKEKK 


ON THE COVER 


A 50 class loco hauls a mixed goods on 
Kevin Brown's ‘Western Division'  lay- 
out at the Sydney Exhibition 1978. 


Photo by Jack Parker 
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PRESIDENT S 


A.M.R.A. Jo 


urnal No 138 


At the end of my first year inoffice 
as Federal President, I welcome the 
opportunity to present this Annual 
Report to members. 

The Federal C.O.M. are currently 
facing several problems, the major one 
being the position of Federal Registr- 
ar, Geoff Chatwin having transferred to 
Victoria and being unable to continue. 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to say 'thank you Geoff', for the de- 
tail and attention you gave to this ard- 
uous and time consuming position. The 
lack of interest shown by members in 
failing to nominate for the Federal 
C.O.M. is a matter of concern. It is 
realised that we are only a co-ordin- 
ating body, eachState being completely 
autonomous, yet generally brickbats 
rather than praise is our reward. 

I would like topoint out, that with 
the limited resources available, the 
C.O.M. are giving consideration to sev- 
eral ideas aimed at making our Assoc- 
iation more attractive. It is intend- 
ed to submit certain ideas to the State 
Executive, in the coming year, for 
their consideration and comment. 

The decision to revert to four Journ- 
als per year was not as easy one, but 
your Association is faced by the same 
problem confronting us all - namely 
spiralling costs, anditwas decided to 
adopt this course rather than have the 
unpleasant task of increasing member- 
ship. subscriptions. 

At the end of the past financial 
year, our membership showed a drop of 
four, perhaps a small number, but it 
would have been more pleasing had we 
shown a gain, however small. 

To some members, C.O.M. delibera- 
tions may seem to be drawn out unnec- 
essarily, but to quote one example - 
family membership. Where a composite 


subscription is paid and only one Jour- 
nal is provided. It is necessary to 
ensure that the Federal Registrar's 
workload is not increased, and that the 
savings enjoyed by members will not 
entail increased costs to the Associa- 
tion. 

On many occasions the C.0O.M. receive 


what a former Federal Registrar termedam 


'Why Dontcha' letters, many in relation 
to the contents of Journal. The Editor, 
Rex Little, can only publish articles 
he receives, and, if these are in short 


‘supply, he must repeat former articles 


or whatever else he can find. There- 
fore, the call must go out to members 
to put pentopaper on one of their pet 
projects. 

In conclusion, Iwould like to thank 
the members of the C.O.M. for their 
loyal and able support during the past 
twelve months, and to express the hope 
that the next twelve months will see 
the Association as a whole make even 
greater progress. 


Keith J Wilcox 


KKEKKKKKKEKKEKEKEKEKERER 


Hobson’s Bay Convention™ 


Model Railway Convention - 17 to 20 
April 1981. To be heldat the Victoria 
Hotel. 

A Model Railway Convention will be 
held over Easter 1981, from 17 to 20 
April 1981. The venue will be the 
Victoria Hotel, Melbourne, andthe pro- 
gram includes all the usual things. 

For further information, write to 
'Hobson's Bay Convention', PO Box 105, 
Vermont, 3133. 


KEKEREKERKEEKRERKERER 
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THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


Well, the nominations forthe C.0O.M. 
for 1980 were the poorest ever, but the 
C.O.M. will be as follows: 


President K Wilcox 
Vice President R Cornish 
Secretary N Read 
Treasurer K Edwards 
Committeeman G Bray 


As Geoff Chatwin, our former Regis- 
trar, has had a work transfer to Mel- 
bourne, we are at present without one. 
We did have a contender who had to 
withdraw at the last moment. SO PLEASE 
NOTE one and all, until the position is 
filled I will be doing the job. DO 
NOT send anything to 52 Landra Avenue, 
but send everything to 3 Augusta Street, 
Strathfield, NSW, 2135. 

There were better results on the 
ballot on Family Membership, the results 
can be found elsewhere in this issue. 

To clear up any misapprehension over 
this matter, the definition of a family 
member is ‘any member of the family of 
a person paying full membership rates'. 
Such a person becomes a member on the 
payment of the fee of $2. There is 
no joining fee, but such family members 
would not receive any Initial Liter- 
ature, or copies of Journal, otherwise 
they have the same membership rights as 
other members. 

A point was raised, why for $2 
should they have the same rights? Well 
out of the $6.00 subscription, $4.00 
goes to Journal expenses, leaving $2 
for general administrative expenses. 
On this basis, a Student Member paying 
94.00 fee is being subsidised by the 
rest of the members, and still has full 


rights. 


This new Membership classification 
replaces Ladies Auxilliary, and will 
be phased in as soon as application 
forms are printed and sent-out to all 


It also means that the Con- 
This task 
will be undertaken when yours truly has 
all the membership lists completed. 

I would draw your attention to one 
fact regarding the membership list that 


Branches. 
stitution must be updated. 


is printed in Journal, which is often 
overlooked by some members. This list 
only covers those who have renewed by 
the 3lst October each year. This all- 
ows a two-month period of grace after 
renewals are due on lst September. We 
do have to have a cut off point, so if 
your name does not appearonthat list 
you were late in paying, or have not 
paid and are still attending meetings. 
This year the lists will be inalpha- 
betical order, State by State. Branch 
Secretaries will have a list of those 
members unfinancial at 1 November, 
or who are known to have resigned. 
They can then take appropriate action 
if any of these ex-members turn up to 
Branch meetings. We know that there 
are genuine cases of forgetfulness, 
but I have known of a few smarties! 


It was suggested at the A.G.M. that 
to overcome the problem of nominating 
a C.0.M., each State should nominate a 
Committee from their own members, and 
then a general vote be taken to decide 
which State would be home for the C.0O.M. 
Melbourne held the fort for 19 years, 
and Sydney is coming up to 10 years. 
The idea of moving the Federal Committee 
around has some merit, but now that I 
have practically all the Association's 
belongings in my house and garage, I 
shudder to think what it may cost for 
transport. Seeing that N.S.W., with 
the largest membership, could not non- 
inate a full C.0O.M., what chance is 
there for anyone else unless they have 
more energetic members? 


During November I was in Brisbane 
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for a few days, and was able to ride 
in one of the new suburban electrics. 
They really are something, air condit- 
ioned and all. It is hoped that those 
who travel in them will appreciate the 
comfort and smoothness, and treat the 
carriages with respect. I noticed 
that there were posters onthe stations 
stating that these trains were paid for 
by the taxpayer, and should be looked 
after, and any acts of vandalism immed- 
iately reported. Each train is equip- 
ped with radio telephone communication 
to Central Control, and that is a big 
step farward in our railway systems. 
Full marks to the QGR!! 

The C.0O.M. were pleased to accept 
the nomination of Stuart Westerman, of 
Victoria, for Honorary Life Membership. 
Over the years, Stuart has given much 
of his time and effort to the Federal 
and State Committees in various capac- 
ities. 


Meritorious Awards were endorsed for 
John Harry for his long service to the 
Victorian Branch, Harold Warren for 
his contribution to the welfare of the 
NSW Branch going back over many years, 
Cec Wall of Queensland Branch, and also 
to Jack Eagles of the W.A. Branch. I 
do not know whether Jack was spending 
too much time in the Branch affairs, 
but the RAAF decided they could use his 
talents in Hong Kong for a _ couple of 
years. He extends an invitation to 
any member who may get to that part of 
the world to look him and Margaret up. 

A315462 Sgt Eagles J 

RAAF Unit Hong Kong 

PO Box 44156 

Shau Kei Wan 

Hong Kong 

The above members have all given 
lots of their time to the Association. 
For those members who may wonder what 
they receive fromthe Association, well 
it is in proportion to what they are 
prepared to give it. 

Norm Read 
Federal Secretary 
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RESULT OF BALLOT FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 


The result of the ballot on the pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution, 
instituting a Family Membership, and 
deleting Ladies Auxilliary Membership, 
is as follows: 


Total votes cast 223 
YES 184 
NO 15 
INFORMAL 24 


Summing up, the informal vote has 
its surprises. Members apparently do 
not read their ballot paper, and incor- 
rectly mark them. It appears that in 
the above result there is a feeling tc 
swell membership, and have the whole 
family be part of A.M.R.A. Of course 
this does not mean that they will all 
be ardent modellers or operating fans, 
etc, immediately. Still it is some- 
thing to be considered. 

Perhaps A.M.R.A. will be all the 
better if His or Her spouse, though not 
so interested in trains or modelling 
at present, may in time get the 'Bug', 
start stoking the fire and get up steam. 

All inall, members inall age groups 
go to make up that part of A.M.R.A. 
which, I believe, can be ahappy fellow- 
ship in all spheres of its activities. 

As railway modelling is fun, I wish 
you all well with enjoyment in your 
hobby in 1980. 


F R Potts 


woe 


Returning Officeram™ 


(Vice President, NSW Branch) 
KK KKIKKEK KKK KEK ERERERE 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
Opinions expressed in papers, or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for public- 
ation. 


age 
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The St. Eric’s (Model) Railway System Institute 
Branch. Unhandyman’s Class Notes for 


Lesson 5. 


Storage units for the model railway. 

Units which can be made up, based 
On a "frame'' as described in Lesson 4. 
1. By cutting a piece 1/8"! larger than 
for the bottom we can: 


(a) cut it into two, one piece being 


2'' wide, 
(b) nail the 2" piece to the frame, 
gw(c) hinge the other piece to the 2" 


dsiece, making a simple box with lid. 
NOTE: For ease in working preference 
should be given to butterfly hingés. 
2. By filling in compartments we can 
make a useful storage unit. Pig. i 
gives easiest way, pieces being nailed 


in (90 degrees of course). After mak- 
ing a couple of these, students can 
easily design and work out other 


methods. 
3. By fitting 


° 1 
shelves resting on % 


round runners, we make a book shelf. 
If wider than 3' supports Similarly 
fitted as in Fig. 2 may be needed. 

4. A variation of 3 was built by the 
St. E. (M.) R.S. Construction Branch. 
Baile em -12' 5" 


particle board shelv- 


ing, the top section A holds books and 
magazine folders. The left section 
B has 7 trays with compartments. The 
Cwo compartments "'C''have been left for 
development of an idea once requirements 
are known. 

5. Variation of section "'B". If the 
base board is Suitable the trays may be 
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fitted underneath. Two 'false'' legs 
may need to be fitted to existing base- 
boards a suitable distance apart. 

Trays are made to suit your require- 

ments and 1'' wide runners fixed to the 
legs. Only sufficient for your present 
needs should be made up and added to as 
required. 
NOTE: As one may need to remove trays 
to get to wiring, two 18'' trays per 
runner pair would be more suitable than 
a 3' one. 

As there are so many various ways 
compartments canbe designed and fitted 
space does not permita fuller discuss- 
ion. Once the student has mastered 
sawing and measuring and made a couple 
of simple trays up, he should quickly 
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get into the way of working out his 
own methods. 

Note for AMRA Journal readers. There 
are a lot more variations such as mak- 
ing cabinets and boxes with lids and 
special work units that can be made up 
based on the methods given. If -re- 
quested further lesson notes will be 
sent to the Editor. 

The next lesson will be on an elect- 
rical unit which will greatly reduce the 
work needed in wiring a layout - once 
it is used for the first time. 


E.G. Watson. 
Chief Instructor. 
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ANATOMY OF A BRANCH LINE = 


PICKERING STREET BRIDGE 


This specimen of the bridge builder's 
art illustrates how one can approach 
the prototype when seeking inspiration 
for a model. There is absolutely no 
necessity for slavish copying. The 
thing that matters is the overall 
impression. 

The Pickering Street bridge could bea 
process in reverse where the full size 
object is made up from bits and pieces 
like a Meccano set. 

It is askew crossing of the street, 
but the bridge is not all skew. Some 
of the spans are square with the tracks. 
It is a composite bridge in that it 
has been built in stages, with parts 
not exactly matching their predecessors. 
The line was single as built, but later 
doubling, when the _ second track was 
extended from Newmarket to Mitchelton, 
doubled the bridge also. 

Both lines have five spans. The 
centre carries the track in a through 
girder with stiffened plate sides, and 
a complete ballast bed. However, one 
has a corrugated metal floor, and the 
other is concrete bottomed. The main 
piers show their piecemeal construction, 
in being half brick and half concrete. 


by BIG JIM 


The fact that the spans areskew to the 
road, while being square to the track, 
has caused the piers to be built with 
a multi-angled shape. 

Outer spans are under-line multiple 
RSJs, braced together. Close ob- 
servation shows several small differ- 
ences. They are, of course, all the 
same depth, but some spans have four 
members while the rest have only three. 
Span lengths vary. I do not know who 
constructed the spans, but they would 
have had quite a stock-pile of material. 
The various spans contain RSJ's branded 
'DORMAN LONG', 'CARGO FLEET', both from ~ 
the UK and AIS Kembla. 

At one side, intermediate piers stand 
side by side, but on the other they are 
staggered; Similarly one abutment is 
straight and the other hasaset in it. 


These are in the ends of the embank- 
ments. The roadway runs under the 
centre span with the adjacent one 


occupied by footpaths. 

The ensemble is decorated with a 
couple of the usual hoardings. The 
centre spans and piers are tastefully 
appliqued with black and white stripes. 
The usual refuge platforms are canti- 


PART 3— 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 138 


levered out from the girder spans on 
extended sleepers. 

The sketch plan (not to scale) and 
pictures will, Thope, fill in for any- 
thing lacking in the words. I would 
imagine that most modellers would have 
little trouble to construct a hybird 
type bridge resembling this; it could 
be done with the conventional material-. 

RSJs could be built up from strips 
of styrene quite easily using differing 


thicknesses according to scale. The 
various internal braces and applied 
angles under would be smaller strips 
and pieces. 
i The central main span could be 
™ ticklish if it is intended to depict 


om 


The large corrugations, 
could be built up from 


the undersides. 
lacking curves, 
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but would be time consuming, 
The side plate girders would again be 
straightforward styrene work. The 
track bed, as per prototype, with full 
ballast would be a nice touch. Bottom 
flanges have some extra plates, extra 
thickness of plastic; top flanges are 
curved at the top corners. These are 
a trifle sharp to do a straight bend, 
so a little heat can be used. Stiff- 
eners are only thin strips of applied 
plastic. These main spans are a rash 
of rivet heads. My approach would be 
Co ignore them and let it be known that 
welding is the 'in' thing. 


strip, 


Piers would be solid or built up 
according tothe maker's choice. Brick 
portions - brick paper; concrete por- 


tions - cartridge paper, painted. The 


Joggled Abutment, West 


End 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 138 


Page 8 


PHOTO 3 | 


Samford Road elevation 


ie 


PHOTO 4 


One main span pier - 
half brick, half con- 
crete 


PHOTO 5 


Separate main spans, 
steel troughs and con- 
crete slab floors 
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PHOTO 6 


Underneath view. Four girder and three 


girder spans. Staggered piers and 
struts. Hoarding construction vis- 
ible at rear. 


< 


PHOTO 7 


Another underneath view 
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stone capping on the brick portion can necessarily follow the stripes of the 
be taken as being concrete. Don't original. Any choice of the individual 
forget the footboards onthe open spans is quite alright. Posters on the 
between the rails. hoardings canbe just whatever is avail- 
Of course the paint scheme need not able and fits the position and time. 
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PICKERING STREET BRIDGE 


(Centre spans shortened ) 


CORRULATED 


_ — —N _ PPE &WIRE NET Fl00R SPAN 


pe FENCE 


CONCRETE 
FLOOR SPAN 


HALF yp ONCRETE 


q 
3 BHee ie 
3 CONCRETE WALL LARGE ee 


On THIS PIEI2 


Not to Scale 


PHOTO 1 


Pickering St Bridge 
as seen from above 


practically everyone, 
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Writing for Journal 


By Jack Makin 


There is nothing new in saying that 
the greatest difficulty facing the 
editorial and publishing staff of this 
Journal, and the one that is the greatest 
cause of its late arrival in our mail- 
boxes, is the shortage of written mat- 
erial to publish. To a great extent 
this difficulty has faced the successive 
editors from the very beginning, but 
back in the old days of the duplicated 
Journal there was a small team of us 
who kept things going, andindoing so, 
virtually wrote ourselves out. Since 
then, a whole new generation has grown 
up with, one hopes, new ideas; there 
is anenormously increased diversity of 
modelling components available; all 
that is needed is someone to express 
the ideas or write about the material. 

There seems to be anidea afloat that 
writing articles requires some sort of 
special education. That is far from 
the truth. Take my own case for 
example. My formal education came to 
an end when [had completed the primary 
course of the time, which was by the 
time I turned thirteen, after five and 
a half years of interrupted study at no 
less than four schools in two states. 
Yet, over the years, I have contrived 
to contribute well over twenty articles 
to Journal, all of which were received 
with gratitude, and printed with hardly 
any alteration. In my young days 
secondary education was reserved for 
those whose parents could afford to 
send them to boarding school orcollege. 
For the rest of us it was out of the 
question. Today, and for many years, 
such education has become available to 
and most of the 
generation born since World War 2 will 
have had the benefit of it. Where 
then is the difficulty? 

You may ask: . What shall I write 
about? Well, surely you have some 


knowledge, ideas, or experience which 
would be of interest or value to others 
in the hobby. If all else fails, why 
not write the story of your own layout, 
right from its most modest beginnings, 
with all your triumphs, frustrations, 
disappointments and successes, together 
with the reasons for choosing that 
particular design. Tous human beings, 
and especially to those operating 'on 
their own', it is often encouraging to 
learn that we are not the only ones to 
suffer failures ormake mistakes, while 
the rest go sublimely on, but that 
others are gullible too. 

Nor should you be ashamed to admit 
that most, if not all of your equipment, 
is of proprietary make. It may turn 
out that your layout, as a whole, is a 
more workable and lifelike copy of the 
prototype than that of the most gifted 
and exacting model engineer. SO go 
to-det 


Now for some advice. In your writ- 
ing confine yourself to simple straight- 
forward standard English. Avoid the 
use of such current catch - words as 
'srassroots!, 'guidelines', or ‘the 
foreseeable future’. Don't use a word 
unless you are quite sure of its meaning, 
and do avoid the use of the kind of 
'slanguage', which some seem to think 
is needed togive an airof informality. 
In this context, may I point out that 
certain terms current of the railroads 
of North America, such words as ‘high- 
iron’). :'hiehballi!, «‘hot-ehott, or 
‘consist', are not, and never have been 
used on Australian railways, or on the 
British railways from which they are 
derived. If you:are a follower of 
American practice, and describe the 
same, they may be permissible, but not 
otherwise. That at least, is my 
Opinion. 
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It seems to me to be a shameful 
thing that asmall number of members of 
our Association should be giving so 
much of their time and effort to the 
production of Journal, while the rest 
sit back and let them, withnomore help 
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or comment than the occasional complaint. 
They too, remember, pay their dues just 
as you do, and do their work with no 
hope of reward other than the satisfac- 
tion of a job well done. You can help 
to make it better! 
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Recoding of VR Bogie 


Rolling Stock. 


by Geoff Brown 


more observant of 
there are several 
appearing on VR bogie 


As some of the 
you have noted, 
strange codings 
rolling stock. 

As from 26 March 1979, a program 
commenced to alter the letter classif- 
ication of all Victorian bogie freight 
vehicles to conform with a standard 


classification system as recommended 
by the Railways of Australia organ- 
isation. 


All bogie vehicles will be given a 
four letter classification, the legend 
of which is as follows: 

First Letter denotes the owning system 
eof. °'V" for Vie Rail 
Second Letter denotes the type of wagon 
e.g. 'B' for box type 
'H' for hopper type 
'L' for louvre type 
'O' for open type 
'T' for tanker type 
Third Letter denotes differences of 
wagons within a particular group 
e.g. In the open wagons where the 
second letter is 'O' the third 
letter will be - 
'A' forexisting “E' type wagons 
'B' for existing 'ELX' wagons 
without ridge gear 
'C' for existing 
with ridge gear 
'D' for existing 'ESX' wagons 
Fourth Letter denotes the type of bogie 

e.g. 'A' suitable for one gauge 

running only - slow speed 


'ELX' wagons 


'W' low level bogie exchan 
vehicle 

'X' standard bogie exchange 
vehicle 


'y' suitable for one 
running only - fast speed 

The use of the third letter has been 
left to the discretion of the owning 
system. On other systems, third. let- 
ters will not necessarily be the same 
sub-grouping as used by Vic Rail. 

Vic Rail use of the third letter, in 
general, will be alphabetical to show 
that there is a difference between 
particular vehicles in a class. 

The exceptions to this rule will be 
as follows: 


gauge 


1 Special purpose vehicles, such as 
hopper type wagons, where the letter 
will indicate the product carried. 


e.g. briquettes ee 
bulk cement aw *C* 
bulk fertiliser - 'F' 
bulk grain - 'G! 
quarry products - 'Q' 
sand ergs Ke 


and so on 


2 The use of a 'P! for the third 


letter will signify a freight vehicle 


suitable for passenger train running. 
To bring you to todate, the follow- 


ing list shows all the codings that 
will eventually apply: 
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Existing New Existing New 
COVERED VANS (Prairie wagon) 
Box type BMF VBAY CSX VFSX 
BMX VBAX Timber VFTY 
a aoe MOTOR CAR WAGONS AX VMAX 
BLX VBBX ates vee 
BFW VBCW ALP VMPY 
MBK JMCY 
Louvred type UB VLAA HOPPER WAGONS (bottom discharge) 
UF VLAY Cement (old type) CJ VHCA 
VF VLBY Cement (new type) JCF VHCY 
VP VLPY Cement (new type) JCX VHCX 
VLX VLCX Grain GJF VHGY 
VHX VLDX Grain GJX VHGX 
VSF VLEY Soda ash JAF VHAY 
= VSX VLEX  Briquettes JBF VHBY 
Refrigerated type TP VRPY “eerie pet iss 
BOGIE OPEN WAGONS QR VOWA Quarry products JQF VHQY 
E VOAA Sand JSF VHSY 
ELX VOBX Ballast (departmental) NN VHWA 
(without ridge Ballast (departmental) QN VHNA 
ied VOCX HOPPER WAGONS (pneumatic discharge) 
(with ridge Flour FX VPFX 
Cement JX VPCX 
gear) LANK WAGUNS 
ESX VODX Petroleum products 
FLAT WAGONS (white) TW VTQA 
Container type FVF VQAY i a IWE VTQY 
TVEF VoBy 3 TWX VIQK 
TVX VQBX Petroleum products TW VTOA 
FOF VQCY (black) (excluding bitumen) 
FQX VQCX & sy - TWF VTOY 
FCW VQDW M ie - TWX VTOX 
QGF VQFX Bi Cumen TW VTBA 
~ QMX VQFX Bitumen TWF VIBY 
Bitumen TWX VTBX 
Other types Q VFAA iP. Gas TW VIGA 
QF VFBY LiPy Gea TWF VTGY 
QAB VFCA Les Gas TWX VTGX 
-_ S VEDA Hazardous materials 
SX VFEX NOO58. TW VTHA 
SCX VFFX " " TWF VTHY 
QH VFGA 3 " TWX VTHX 
Qs VFHA 
SBX vFsx LIVESTOCK WAGONS 
SKF vFKy Sheep LF VSAY 
SKX VFKX Cattle MF VSBY 
SFX VFLX Horses FP VSPY 
SFF .  VFLY = WELL WAGONS QB VWAA 


Mech Covered VFNX QWF VWCY 
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JAF bulk potash 
hopper wagon 
Photo by Vic Rail 


a 
—_ 
JBF briquette hopper 
wagon 
Photo by Vic Rail 
im 


JBF briquette hopper 
wagon 
Photo by Vic Rail 
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VFW high cube wagon 
(auto parts) - Ford 
Motor Co 

Photos by Vic Rail 


As a last observation, a number of doors underneath. Their appearance 
GY wagons will be converted to GH class. will be similar to the now defunct RU 
The wagons in question will be fitted class of the NSWPTC. 


with apermanent pitched roof and hopper 
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A.M.R.A 


1979 MODELLING COMPETITION — 


Judges Bill Cooper 
John Saxon 


Results of the Modelling Competition 
held at the NSWBranch Exhibition, 1979, 


apie: 


TIM DUNLOP CUP 
For Scratch Built Locomotives 
FIRST Midland Rly. Johnson 1F 0-6-0T 
7 mm scale 

by Bob Grime 
Chosen because of its superb overall 
quality, and extensive detail inside 
and out. The cab fittings were espec- 
ially notable. The model was well 

displayed on a realistic track base. 
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FIRST TIM DUNLOP CUP 
MR Johnson 0-6-0T 
by Bob Grime 
Backhead detail 


- 


SECOND LSWR Adams 4-4-2T 
4 mm scale 
by Peter Betts 
An extremely well detailed model, 
with very competent attention to mech- 
anical details. The undetailed cab 
was disguised by a realistically posed 


crew. 3 Continued on Page 20 
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1848 U/ FRAME ARRG'T. DRG.No. 52635 


BOGIES 4-85 GAUGE ORG.No. 51978 ANZR_ 2C 
JOURNAL SIZE IX S35" EQUIVALENT 


WEIGHT ON RAIL (7ST- OC - OQ) 76 203 kg 


UC. 14DIA. xX 7" STROKE 


BRAKE o AIR TARE LOAD 
(EQUIVALENT CAST IRON) 57-0 %o 34-8 °lo 
BRAKE °/o HAND TARE LOAD 
(EQUIVALENT CAST IRON) 61-7 %o 20-4 Fo 


EMPTY/LOAD BRAKE YES 
GRADE CONTROL YES 
VOLUMETRIC CAPACITY 4385 CUBIC FEET 


DIAG No.22xX/ 51300 (3) 


W.AGR. 
CLASS 


‘ COVERED GOODS 
tETRIN QUIVALENTS SHOWN TO WAGON 
SERIES 3 


E ARE. AILLIMETRE AND KILOGRAM 


Aw™tralian Government Railways. This per- 
4y in the AMRA Journal and the drawings 
se. 
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THIRD NSW 25 Class 2-6-0 


3.5 mm scale ~ 

by Ray Pilgrim 
An excellent model of an interesting 
prototype. Very neat detail and paint- 


ing. The model was observed to run -~ 
well. Two very minor criticisms are, . 
the lackof brake gear and the unfilled ae 
Romford wheel centres. For practical 
purposes, of course, these items are 
best left as they are. 
a, 
>. 


FOURTH LNWR Webb 0-6-2T 
7 4 mm scale 
by Terry Wootton 
A neat, straightforward model of 
Webb's Crew Tank. This model captures 


the proportion of the prototype very 
well. 


KEKKKK 
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FEDERAL CUP 
For Kit Based Locomotives 
FIRST GWR 2-4-OT, 4 mm scale 
by David Lord 
A magnificent model, well presented 
On a neat base. 


SECOND NSWR 35 Class 4-6-0 
3.5 mm scale 
by Ray Pilgrim 
An extremely neat and comprehens ively 
detailed model. Rivet work and paint- 
ing in an elaborate Style is particu- 
larly noteworthy. 
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THIRD Midland Railway 4F 0-6-0 
3.5 mm scale 
by Bob Grime 
A thorough rebuild of the Lima model, 
with many detail additions. Noticeable 
is the valve gear/crosshead between 
the frames, and the void that exists 
under the high mounted boiler. This 
model also benefitted from display on 
a neat base. 


FOURTH NSWR C30 4-6-4T, 3.5 mm scale 
by. Ken Edwards 
A very neatly assembled and painted 
model. General fine detail and pipe- 
work is quite superb. 
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FIFTH LMS (LT&SR) 4-4.2T 
by Terry Wootton 

A neat, attractive model. Paint- 

work is a little too glossy. (Not 


even the LMS was that good.) Unpainted 
brass was visible below the footplate. 
Otherwise a very good model, 


COMMEND ED NSWR 43 Class, Co-Co 
by Stephen Ottaway 
An imaginative conversion, which, 
though displaying only a modicum of 
detail, captures the general appearance 
very well. 


° 0.96 8S 
Rane ce 
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7 mm scale 
by David Lord 
An exceptionally neat model, illus- 


trating the advantage of sheet styrene 


FIRST Ex S&D Midland6 Wheel Brake/ 3rd 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 138 


NSW BRANCH CUP 
For Scratchbuilt Passenger Stock 


Minor critic- 


for complex coachwork. 
isms include the woodgrain base intrud- 


ing at the edges of the underframe, 
and total absence of brakegear. 


SECOND 


SR lst/3rd Brake/Composite 
7 mm scale 

by Phil Knife 

A very thoroughly detailed model in 


traditional materials. Competent, 
solid construction throughout. The 
contrast between the matt roof and 


running gear, and the gloss sides was 
commendably realistic, at least for 
pre-war prototype operations. Minor 
criticisms include, paint runs, lack 


of brake shoes, and unpainted insides 
of wheels. 


KKEEKEK 


f 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 138 Page 25 


SS are ARS A SO SET SESS SE PE EY IR A FL ST I A A SEES EES, TEAC BREESE SED ENTE EPI AE PE I SS SS ESS GEES 


KEITH WILCOX CUP 


FIRST SR 4 Wheel Brake Van 
7 mm scale 
by Phil Knife 
An extremely competent model of an 
attractive prototype. Detail is very 
good, though once again brake detail 
is missing - very noticeable ona brake 
van: 


SECOND NSWR S Truck, No 5221 model, with aninteresting load. Brake 
3.5 mm scale rigging and coupler lift bars round 
by Ray Pilgrim out a fine model. 


Avery well detailed and painted 
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THIRD NSWR Match Track, 3.5 mm scale 


FOURTH NSWR Tanker, 3.5 mm scale 


FIFTH NSWR SF, 3.5 mm scale 


all by James McInerney 


Three fine models of similar con- 
struction and detail standards. 


KEKKEKK 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH CUP 


For Kit based Rolling Stock Conversion 


FIRST MR 6 Wheel Brake Van 
7 mm scale 
by Bob Grime 

An extremely neat, finely detailed 
model, incorporating considerable mod- 
ification from the kit - (example, the 
kit was a 4 wheel unit). Grabirons 
and strapping are of exceptional qual- 
ity, duplicating the prototype with 
great fidelity. 


SECOND NSWR TAM Sleeping Car 
3.5 mm scale 
by James McInerney 
This fine model is noticeable for 
the fine paint work and lining. 
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THIRD NSWR CHG Brake Van 
3.5 mm scale 
by David Smith 
A good model, well assembled, in- 
cluding some brake gear. 


FOURTH NSWR CR Composite Car 
3.5 mm scale 
by Mark Hendy 
A fine model 


FIFTH LMS Full Brake 
4 mm scale 
by Terry Wootten 
A neat simple model of aneat simple 
prototype. 


KREKEKE 
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CANDEMAH CUP 
For Lineside Structures 


ANDEMAH CUP 


LSWR Footbridge 
by Peter Betts 


Tim Dunlop 
Margaret Dunlop 
Alan Wilson 
Rick Richardson 
Arthur Harrold 
Jack Treseder 
Cedric Rolfe 


A.M.R.A. 
HON. LIFE MEMBERS 


Faith Dean 

Ernie Dean 

Norm Read 

Rex Little 

Maurie McKinnon 
June Dunn 


» Peter. 


Ive Bunker 

Bob Gorrell 
Alan Dowel 
Stephen Suggitt 
Rex Little 

Norm Read 

Jack Treseder 
Mal Baker 

John Sneddon 
John Dunn 
Graham Larmour 
Ken Down 

David Ellis 
Arthur Robinson 
Bruce Lovett 
Eric Doherty 
June Larmour 


EK KKKKKKKKKEK 


Only one entry again this year. 


A.M.R.A. 
MERITORIOUS AWARDS : 


1979 


Page 29 


Sede: 


Eric Doherty 
June Larmour 
Fyfe Thorpe 
Eric Lyon 
John Skilron 
Keith Robinson 
Dot Treseder 
Tony Gray 
Jim Christie 
Jack Parker 
Rup Ackland 
Bill Morehouse 
George Bray 
Arthur Hayes 
Simon Mead 
Cec Wall 

Jack Eagles. 
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MODELLING IN STAINLESS STEEL 


by Peter Betts 


Reprinted with acknowledgement to 
'Clearing House', the Journal of 
B.R.M.A. of Australia 


I would guarantee that most people's 
reaction to the thought of modelling 
in stainless steel would be one of 
horror. This would have been my reac- 
tion a few years ago, but having tried 
it I am now converted to it for most 
applications. 

Advantages of Stainless Steel 

Let us look at the pros and cons of 
stainless steel sheet as a modelling 
material in competition with brass and 
nickel - silver, the traditional mat- 
erials. 

1 Brass is easier to saw and file, 
but this is largely offset by the fact 
that stainless steel and nickel - silver 
are stronger and therefore thinner sheet 
can be used. In most applications, 
the thinner sheet results in a better 
appearance of the finished article and 
requires less heat when soldering. 

2 Brass and nickel - silver are 
easier to solder; stainless steel re- 
quires a phosphoric acid based flux and 
a very clean surface. This is not 
necessarily a disadvantage for stain- 
less steel as we shall see later. 

> Some grades of stainless steel 
are ferro - magnetic, and if so the 
close proximity of large amounts of the 
metal tothe poles of an electric motor 
may ruin its performance. 

4 Brass is softer and therefore 
better for use where it is desired to 
punch rivet detail into the sheet. 

* Stainless steel is a poorer con- 
ductor of heat (six times poorer) and 
nickel - silver four times poorer than 
brass. This makes stainless steel 
easier to solder since the heat is not 
drained away from the iron so quickly. 
Also, in most cases, the job may be 


held inthe fingers without burning 
them. 
6 Paint adheres to stainless steel. 


better thanto brass or nickel - silver. 
7 Should the . paint get rubbed off, 
the resulting bare metal is less no- 
ticeable or less objectionable with 
Stainless steel than brass, or toa 


? lesser extent with nickel - silver. 


8 In many applications 
necessary to paint 
all. 

9 Stainless steel, 
extent nickel - silver, being harder, 
is more scratch resistant than brass, 
and therefore easier to clean up. 


Soldering Stainless Steel 
By far the best property of stainless 


steel is its apparent poor solderability. 
This may sound contradictory, but let 
us see how this can be used to advantage. 
Let us assume that some delicate items 
are to be soldered together, such as 
some lattice work brackets on signal 
posts. First, clean only those areas 
where you want the _ solder to take. 
Second, drown the joints in phosphoric 
acid. Baker's Fluid or Selley's Rust 
Remover, obtainable at any hardware 
store, seemtobe just as good. Third, 
apply the heat and solder. The solder 
will immediately run and take only on 
those areas that were cleaned, with the 
result that there is little or no excess 
solder to clean off. A perfect job. 
Let us now try the same thing with 
brass. When the iron is applied, the 
solder takes longer to melt due to the 


it is not 
Stainless steel at 


and to a lesser 


high conductivity of brass; and when 
the whole thing gets hot, the solder 
runs everywhere, and items’ that had 


previously been soldered on come unsold- 
ered. Eventually, after several tries 
and burnt fingers, the soldering is 
complete and after an hour of cleaning 
off the excess solder, the job is fin- 
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ished. However, due to all the filing 
and scraping the job is distorted and 
scratched, This is no exaggeration. 
In my experience, delicate jobs can be 
carried out in one-tenth of the time 
with stainless steel compared with 
brass. 
Conclusion 

Provided one learns the techniques 
of working with stainless steel, there 
is nothing to touch it as a modelling 
material formost applications. Stain- 
less steel isnot easy to obtain in thin 
sheets or in small quantities, but it 
is cheaper and easier to obtain in Aus- 
tralia than nickel - silver. Sheets of 
302/2B grade in 0.3 mm thickness’ can 
be obtained from Commonwealth Steel 
for $12.41 per sheet, 0.6 x 1.8 m. 
This grade is non-ferro = magnetic. 
A group of individuals or a club could 
get together to buy such a sheet. I 
would guarantee that it would be worth- 
while. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS IN HO SCALE 


Corrugated sheets in .004”’ aluminium, 
010” styrene and .006” copper. 

Tray (steel deck style) in .004”’ 
Aluminium. All sheets 150 x 75mm. 
Aluminium — 10 for $2.60. Styrene — 
10 for $3.10. Copper — 5 for $4.00. 


Timber sheets, simulated 8” and 12” 
plank and 6” weatherboard - All 
sheets 300 x 75 x 3mm— 5 for $2.50 


Cork track underlay - Strips 900x. 
31 x 3mm — 5 Strips for $2.50. 


All post paid - Aust. 


All construction sheets to accurate 
3.5mm scale, are locally made and 
equal to or better than imported. 


. G. DUNCAN 
‘16 Waratah Avenue. Glenhuntly. VIC. 
conve ay 3163. 


REQUIRE 


MODEL RAILWAY & 
RAILFAN MAGAZINES ? 


Contact us 
to complete your library. 


RAILMAG SERVICE 


P.O. Box 174, Miller. 2168. N.S.W. Australia. 
Telephone (02) 601 7906 


SHOWROOM — 366 ELIZABETH DRIVE, 
MT. PRITCHARD. (LIVERPOOL) 2170. 


PLEASE TELEPHONE BEFORE YOUR VISIT, 
THANK YOU 


MAGAZINE STOCKED include: -- 
Model RR., RMC, Trains Rly modeller, 
MRN, MRC, Railfan, AMRM, Railway 
Mag. Rail Classics plus many others. 


JOURNALS include:-- Narrow gauge, 
Industrial railway journal, Bulletin, Net- 
work, Modern tramway, trolley wire, 
AMRA & RTM. 


LARGE RANGE of new & used books 
always available 
UK, USA, European, Australasian & 
Asian titles. 


WANY of the “Hard to Get’’ Australian 
& New Zealand title are obtainable. 


BOUND VOLUMES available or your 
books professionally bound for you. 


NSW (Australian) KITS assembled, paint- 
ed and RTR (To order only). 


DETAILING & repainting of Lima, 
Hornby etc., (44, 38, GM’s). (To order). 


RING COLL OR CRIS FOR YOUR 
REQUIRMENTS OR JUST COME OVER 
FOR A CHAT & A CUP OF ............ 


(02) 6017906 
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St. Heljan City 


:Part 2 


Capital of the Sovereign State of 
St Erics 


by Eric Watson 


In article 1, a description of a 
trial run of setting up the St Heljan 
City Station complex was given. This 
is a huge creation, and should not be 
copied as the whole extensive Central 
Business District had to be designed 
and built to match. BY dUSeELEs.° 46. 
would ruin any layout. A better 
arrangement is on hand, and photos” 
later. The method of construction may 
be of some interest. 

Onthefirst level - shops, business 
and station entrance. The second 
level, you will note, has a plaza, the 
third level, towers. Now as you come 
out of the Flinders Street Station 
(Melbourne) at the Swanston Street en- 
trance, what do you see to your right? 
There are, admittedly, no steps to the 
plaza, but being an incompetent model- 
ler, a sign 'To Lifts' suffices!!! 

The centre building is a Polar B660, 
with cut down walls of an old kit and 
a Triang straight canopy added. One 
should not, however, have a bookshelf 
above scenery if bounced flash isused!! 
Kits are too expensive to risk on such 
a venture which may ormay not turn out 
okay, so at this stage all were loose 
and could have been used elsewhere on 
the layout. 

An interesting point here is that 
some visitors were horrified at some 
of the stuff used in constructing the 
layout. A considerable amount of dis- 
reputable looking particle board, far 
more than would be imagined just by 
looking at the photo, went into. the 


complex. Covered with the buildings 
and 1'' square tiles, no one could tell 
the difference - and well over $600 


was saved in constructing the layout 
by using similar means. 


WESTRAIL'S WSK BALLAST WAGONS 


Reprinted from 'Westrail', 
January 1979 
Photo courtesy of Westrail 


A series of ten specially designed 
ballast wagons have just been complet- 
ed at Westrail's Midland Workshops. 


The wagons, each with a payload‘of 


72 tonnes, will be used during the up- 
grading of the standard gauge line be- 
tween Kwinana and Koolyanabbing. 

Features of the new wagons include 
a facility for discharging ballast at 
the centre or side of the track. Con- 
plete control can also be maintained 
of the quantity to be discharged over 
each section. 
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The Public Transport Commission of 
NSW, .Archives: Section, PO° Box “29, 
Sydney 2001, has many publications and 
photographs for sale, including publi- 
cations of various Historical Societies, 
Museums, etc. Some titles and prices 
are quoted below. A letter to the 
P.T.C. will get you a full list. 
Modern Locomotives in Service 


P.T.C. of NSW (1979) $1.00 

Bogie Identification Booklet $0.80 ~~ 
Goods Rolling Stock Line 

Diagram Book 95.00 


Outline Drawings - Locomotives, 
Carriages, Wagons, Electric ; 7 
Suburban and Interurban SECOND KEITH WILCOX CUP 
Carriages, Diesels Trains $0.60 
Outline Drawings - Other States 

VR, QR, WACR, SAR, ANR 80.60 


NSWGR S Truck by Ray Pilgrim 
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VIADUCT HOBBIES 


380 Flinders St. Melbourne : 


Situated in Downtown Melbourne above Hylands Bookshop. Viaduct Hobb- 
ies is endeavouring to provide a wide range of well known & not so well 
known brands of Model Railroad Equipment.. 


Our range includes, ATHEARN, ATLAS, RIVAROSSI, 4 
ROUND HOUSE, TRAINS MINIATURE, LIMITED EDITIONS, LIMA, 
MAINLINE, RATIO, FRIEDMUNT, MRC, TEN WHEEL DRIVE, DUN- 
CUN, PECO, KADEE, FLUQUIL, COLLECTORS CORNER- AND 


OTHERS. 
BROWSING HOURS: 08.30 ms 18.00 MON - THURS 
08.30 = 17.45 FRIDAY 
08.30 x 12.30 SATURDAY 


ENQUIRIES & QUESTIONS GLADLY ANSWERED 
ea AD aT I TE EA TE MR NI eS GASES 
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‘CURTAINS! FOR COLLIE COAL STAGE 


Reprinted from 'Westrail', 
January 1979 
Photos courtesy of Westrail 


One of Westrail's Collie landmarks 
has come tumbling down. 

The demolition and removal of the 
coal stage proved a sentimental occa- 
sion for those people who worked on the 

\ 


) “ | 


railways during the days of steam. 

The coal stage, which was built about 
1956, was the last of its kind remain- 
ing in the south west, and since full 
conversion to diesel power inthe early 
1970s, it has stood idle in the West 
Collie Marshalling Yard. 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising published 
herein, statements made or opinions ex- 
pressed in papers or discussions, nor do 
we necessarily subscribe to the views ex- 
pressed or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers herein. This pub- 
lication reserves, at all times, the right 
to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
Sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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Depot on Steve Aitchison's§ 'Bent 
Creek’ Module - part of the Croydon Narrow 
Gauge Group's layout. 


John Thomas 


